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The vision that inspired the students of the past lives 
on today as Avondale pursues its mission to offer 
quality education in the context of a Seventh-day 
Adventist worldview, values, faith and lifestyle. This 
mission equips young adults for service to church and 
community.
Welcome back to Avondale. May your vision enlarge 
and brighten as past and present meet in fellowship 




As I view the names of former students in the 
Homecoming honour years, I am impressed with the 
enormous contribution Avondale College graduates 
have made to the Seventh-day Adventist Church and 
to the community. Some have made a strong public 
impact; others radiate a quieter spirituality that 
touches people’s lives in ways no less significant. The 
Lord has empowered the work and influence of so 
many.
I received a surprise phone call one evening in mid-
1959 from the then dean of men at Avondale College, 
Pastor Des Hills. He encouraged me to continue my 
training for God’s service. The nature of the phone 
call made it clear God was speaking and opening 
another door.
The “must dos” fell into place. A little more cash 
reserve, some academic preparation, one small 
mortgaged home on the market and, finally, a long and 
draining journey to Morisset in New South Wales.
Turning off Freemans Drive into Central Road in 
Cooranbong, my wife, Elva, and I quickly took in the 
old Avondale Memorial Seventh-day Adventist church 
and, over the road, the Avondale Retirement Village. 
The water tower flanked by staff houses stood further 
down the road. Prize-winning Jersey cows chewed 
the cud in the paddocks beyond. We were on campus 
in moments, wandering through the newish Ellen G 
White Memorial Building wondering what the world 
of academia held in store.
I have no regrets hanging up my carpenter’s belt, 
selling and going. Avondale, I discovered, is where 
young adults find direction, meaning and purpose. 
It is a doorway through which an increasing number 
of students enter, a key to connecting to the needs of 
humanity. Few exit without experiencing change.
Homecoming is your opportunity to reconnect with 
Avondale, to reminisce with former classmates. Make 
the most of this time. I trust the sharing of golden 
memories enriches your journey.
Sharing the journey and the vision
Pastor Roger Nixon
President, Avondale College Alumni Association
Reflections 
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9.30 am-7.30 pm, Avondale College Seventh-day Adventist Church
Avondale College Alumni Association Alumni Lecture: Dr Barry Taylor
11 am-12 pm, Watson Hall lecture theatre
Avondale College Alumni Association Annual General Meeting
12-12.45 pm, Watson Hall lecture theatre
Avondale College Alumni Association Luncheon: Desmryna Taylor (1957)
12.45-2.30 pm, College Hall
Tour: Lake Macquarie campus
2.30-3.15 pm, Bethel Hall
Tour: Land of the Pharaohs
2.30-3.15 pm, Avondale Library
Tour: Land of the Pharaohs
3.30-4.15 pm, Avondale Library
Vespers
7.30-9 pm, Avondale College Seventh-day Adventist Church
SATURDAY, AUGUST 25
Sabbath school
9.30-10.30 am, Avondale College Seventh-day Adventist Church
Worship service: David Lawson (1957)
11 am-12.30 pm, Avondale College Seventh-day Adventist Church
Class reunions
2.30 pm
Tour: Land of the Pharaohs
3.30-4.15 pm, Avondale Library
Tour: Land of the Pharaohs
4.30-5.15 pm, Avondale Library
Concert
7-9.30 pm, Avondale College Seventh-day Adventist Church
SUNDAY, AUGUST 26
Golf classic
7 am-12 pm, Toronto Country Club
Sanitarium Health Food Company brunch
9.30-10.30 am, lawn between Bethel and College Halls
Avondale Today
Tour: Land of the Pharaohs
10-10.45 am, Avondale Library
Tour: Land of the Pharaohs
11-11.45 am, Avondale Library
Tour: Land of the Pharaohs
12-12.45 am, Avondale Library
Classic film and video footage
9.30 am-1 pm, Teaching Materials Centre, Avondale Library
Free access to sporting facilities
9.30 am-1 pm, Chan Shun Auditorium, Jim Hanson Fitness Centre and tennis courts
Note: “Sunnyside” and South Sea Islands Museum will open Friday (10 am-4 pm), 
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Avondale Foundation: 
students are our business
Janita Bond remembers watching her friends being 
called to the front of Avondale College Seventh-
day Adventist Church during forum on the Lake 
Macquarie campus in November this past year. The 
students were to receive awards for outstanding 
scholarship. Halfway through the program, the first-
year teaching student told herself, I’m not needed here.
Janita was labelling bottles in the chemistry lab where 
she works as an assistant when Avondale Foundation 
general manager Greg Meddick announced her name 
as the winner of the largest monetary award on offer, 
the $2000 Avondale Foundation Award of Excellence. 
The award came as a blessing to Janita, who had 
volunteered to serve at Helen Hall’s Eden Valley 
Academy in Thailand. She had been seeking support 
to pay for the trip.
Debbie Hamilton did not see herself completing a 
double degree in theology and ministry at Avondale. 
She comes from the beautiful jacaranda city of 
Grafton, New South Wales, grew up in a loving home 
and attended a supportive local church. However, 
once she graduated from high school, she decided to 
stretch her wings and fly beyond the horizon of her 
nurture. She worked for a year as a nanny in Italy and 
Greece and on her return to Australia took a position 
in office administration in Canberra.
Debbie didn’t know what God had planned for her 
at Avondale, but she heeded the call and her love for 
ministry has continued to grow. She has joined the 
Theology Student Association (FIGtree), whose goal is 
to remind staff members and students we are Formed 
In God. She has also gained a good reputation as a 
person who nurtures others.
Debbie is also a recipient of an award—a Ministerial 
Training Scholarship worth $5100—from the 
Avondale Foundation. The trust the foundation has 
placed in her has strengthened her conviction ministry 
is a calling for males and for females.
The Avondale Foundation, the brainchild of 
businessman Lyn Knight, began in 1978 as a 
fundraising venture. It is cooperative with but 
independent of the college and the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church in the South Pacific. Volunteers 
carry out most of the activities. To preserve all 
donations for the college, the foundation established 
several businesses. The profits from these businesses 
covered the costs of fundraising. Donors responded 
generously, giving $5.4 million during the period 
1978-2002 for various college building projects.
In 2002, it was decided the foundation would 
concentrate on its businesses and leave the fundraising 
to the college itself. Today, the foundation is involved 
in three main enterprises: Avondale Nurseries Ltd; 
ACF Investments (ACFI); and Macadamia Oils (www.
macadamiaoils.com.au). The foundation owns 50 per 
cent of Macadamia Oils, which produces food oil and 
cosmetics. The businesses employ 20 people.
ACFI, the principal business of the foundation, has 
depositors’ funds in excess of $60 million under 
management. This money, of course, belongs to the 
company’s depositors and cannot be given to the 
college. ACFI re-invests depositors’ funds to make a 
small margin to cover costs and to provide a profit 
from which the foundation supports the college.
The boards of these enterprises are comprised mostly 
of business and professional people, many of who, 
but not all, are graduates of the college. These people 
donate their time, convinced that helping Avondale 
students is a worthwhile investment.
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Avondale College Alumni Association
Alumni Lecture
Dedicated to Dr Eric Magnusson 
Watson Hall lecture theatre 
Friday, August 24, 2007, 11 am-12 pm
Introduction  Pastor Roger Nixon 
  President 
  Avondale College Alumni Association
Prayer  Dr Arthur Patrick 
  Senior honorary research fellow 
  Avondale College
Life sketch (Dr Eric Magnusson)  Dr Lynden Rogers 
  Dean, Faculty of Science and Mathematics 
  Avondale College
Introduction of speaker  Brenton Stacey 
  Public relations officer 
  Avondale College
Lecture “From pioneer to prime minister: Dr Barry Taylor 
 the changing mission of Retired vice-chancellor 
 Adventist universities” for research affairs 
  Loma Linda University
Response and benediction  Dr Kevin de Berg 
  Senior lecturer, Faculty of Science and Mathematics 
  Avondale College
Eric Magnusson
One of Eric Magnusson’s initial contributions 
to the Australasian Missionary College in 
1950 was, as a driver of the utility vehicle, to 
collect rubbish from the campus every Friday 
afternoon. Little did we know then that a 
couple of decades later he would be the principal (1971-
1980). As such, his influence became considerably more 
significant.
In June 1953, Eric graduated from Avondale with a Bachelor 
of Science (honours) from the University of London and, 
after serving his time as a national serviceman in the army, 
began a Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) degree in Sydney. 
After completing this degree, he travelled to London on a 
scholarship, where he received a second PhD. In 1961, Eric 
turned from the possibility of prestigious offers to become 
head of the essentially non-existent Science Department 
at Avondale to pursue his long-held dream—the academic 
advancement of Avondale. 
The initial challenges Eric faced included recruiting staff, 
providing opportunities for upgrading their academic 
qualifications, establishing laboratory and library 
facilities and attracting students. Initially, as an 
interim move, he reopened contact with the 
External Department of the University of London 
and in the 12 years that followed, up to 60 or 
more Avondale students received a Bachelor of Science 
degree (a significant number with honours). Many of these 
students found employment at Seventh-day Adventist 
high schools and at the Sanitarium Health Food Company 
laboratories.
When access to the University of London examinations 
closed, there were, providentially, new openings appearing in 
Australian tertiary education. Eric, now as principal and with 
his strategic connections, set Avondale on its first tentative 
steps toward official recognition of its courses. Together with 
this came the first availability of financial assistance and 
scholarships for students from the federal government. 
The Avondale College Alumni Association dedicates its 
inaugural Alumni Lecture to Eric Alfred Magnusson. Bravo, 
well done Garbo.—Laurie Draper
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Avondale College Alumni Association
Annual General Meeting
Watson Hall lecture theatre 
Friday, August 24, 2007, 12-12.45 pm
Welcome  Pastor Roger Nixon 
  President 
  Avondale College Alumni Association
Prayer  Dr Ken Thomson 
  Member 
  Avondale College Alumni Association Committee 
Report  Lorin Bradford 
  Director of advancement 
  Avondale College
Report  Roger Nixon
Elections  Lorin Bradford
Avondale College Alumni Association Committee members and status as follows:
Roger Nixon Not standing for re-election (N)  
Brian Faull Standing for re-election (S) 
Des Hills S 
Lyn Medhurst S 
Eleanor Scale S 
Aubrey Shirley N 
Ken Thomson N 
Len Tolhurst S
Conclusion  Roger Nixon 
Avondale College Alumni Association
Luncheon
College Hall 
Friday, August 24, 2007, 12.45-2.30 pm
Welcome  Pastor Roger Nixon 
  President 
  Avondale College Alumni Association
Grace  
Luncheon
Introduction of speaker  Roger Nixon






formed its alumni 
association in 1988, 
with Dr Arthur Patrick 
(1957) serving as 
the first president. 
The purpose of 
the association is 
to maintain and 
encourage contact 
among members, to 
foster and encourage 
interest in the college 




at the college. Pastor 
Roger Nixon (1963) is 





produces the quarterly 
magazine, Reflections. 
It nominates recipients 
for and presents the 
annual Young and the 
Outstanding Alumni 
Awards, and sponsors 
and presents the 
annual Community 
Services Award. It 
also promotes and 
maintains the Alumni 
Heritage Walk on 
the Lake Macquarie 
campus.
Membership of the 
association is free 
and open to all 
former students—not 
just graduates. All 
current and former 
college council and 
staff members are 
also members of 
the association. The 
administrators of 
the college may also 
recommend others for 
membership.
See the Alumni 
association information 
brochure for more.
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Vespers
Avondale College Seventh-day Adventist Church 
Friday, August 25, 2007, 7.30-9 pm
We come . . .
with joy “St James’ infirmary” (traditional) Brad Cox (1997)
with acceptance  Dr John Cox 
  President 
  Avondale College
to praise “Shout to the Lord” Contemporary Choir, 
 “Holy, holy, holy” Jenny Hilder (1982), 
 “Agnus dei” Ken Houliston (1982), 
  Merindah Rickards (1997) and 
  Peter Wrankmore (1982)
to meditate  John Skrzypaszek (1987) 
  Shireen Aveling (1997)
We celebrate . . .
with appreciation  Bob Bolst (1977, 1982), reader 
  Jenny (Long) Spyve (1977), 
  Ken Houliston (1982) and 
  Karyn (North) Fua (1987), recipients 
  Anna Borgas (1977), Wayne Krause and 
  Tracey Sonter (1987), presenters
through praise “Yesterday, today and tomorrow” Contemporary Choir 
 “Above all” and praise and worship leaders
through reflections  Carol Bacon and Peter Wallace (both 1977) 
  Kendall Holmes and Peter Beamish (both 1982) 
  (1987) 
  Bevan Craig (1997)
We worship . . .
through praise “Minus” Three 
 “The devil and the deep red sea” Harry Halliday, 
  Karen Thrift (1977) and 
  Heather Ferguson (1977)
through exaltation “History, mystery, victory” Jean Carter (1982)
through praise “Help thou mine unbelief ” Three
through meditation  Jean Carter
through adoration Fugue in Eb (St Anne) Lindsay Christian, organ
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Sabbath school
Avondale College Seventh-day Adventist Church 
Saturday, August 25, 2007, 9.30-10.30 am
Prelude “Beautiful Saviour”—arr Swearengin Avondale Wind Ensemble 
  Sharon Tolhurst, conductor
Hymn “Lead on O King eternal” Avondale Wind Ensemble and 
  The Promise 
  Dr Robb Dennis, conductor
Welcome  Adrian and Claire Flemming (both 1967)
Item “Go down Moses”—Wilson The Promise
Praise and worship “There is a Redeemer” Avondale Wind Ensemble and 
  The Promise
Statement of praise and prayer  Elwyn Cherry (1967)
Roll call 1937-1967  Adrian and Claire Flemming
Citation  Wilf Pinchin (1967), reader 
  James Bingham (1967), recipient 
  Ray Coombe (1967), presenter
Service and mission focus  Joy Butler (1967) and Ray Coombe
Offering  James Bingham, piano 
Memories  
Citations  Rosalie Rickards (1967), reader 
  Wal Hammond (1937), 
  Keith Fraunfelder (1947) and 
  Beverley Reye (1957), recipients 
  Bert Pietz (1937), 
  Audrey Jackson (1947) and 
  Bob Spoor (1957), presenters
Lesson study “Fulfilling a vow: Wilf Pascoe (1967), moderator 
 Elkanah and Hannah” Trevor Rowe (1967), 
  Cheryl Cooke (1967) and 
  Christine Twist (1967), panel members
Benediction  Trevor Rowe 
Class of 1957—celebrating 50 years
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Worship service
Avondale College Seventh-day Adventist Church 
Saturday, August 25, 2007, 11 am-12.30 pm
Prelude “Fantasy on sleeper’s awake”—J C Bach Avondale Orchestra 
  Dr Robb Dennis, conductor
Call to worship “I want Jesus to walk with me”—Hayes Avondale Singers 
  Robb Dennis, conductor
Welcome  Dr John Cox 
  President 
  Avondale College
Congregational singing “Come, Christians, join to sing” Barry Hill, leader 
 “Praise, my soul, the King of heaven” Valmae Hill, piano 
  David Clark, organ
Offering Bag: Local church budget Dr Bruce Manners 
 Envelope: Homecoming Senior minister 
  Avondale College Seventh-day Adventist Church
Offertory “He leadeth me”—Thompson David Clark, organ
Posthumous award  Arthur Patrick (1957) and 
  Tom Ludowici (1957), presenters
Prayer  Clive and Connie French (both 1957)
Item “Jesu, joy of man’s desiring”—J S Bach Avondale Singers
Outstanding Alumni Award  Pastor Roger Nixon 
  President 
  Avondale College Alumni Association
Scripture reading Isaiah 43:2, 3 and 41:10 Verlie Ward (1957) and 
  Alan White (1957)
Item “He was there all the time” Stephan Potgieter, tenor
Sermon “He was there all the time” David Lawson (1957)
Item “When you walk through the storm” Barry Hill, tenor 
  Valmae Hill, piano
Benediction  Allan Juriansz (1957)
Postlude  Concerto in G—Vivaldi Avondale Orchestra
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Key
 1. Avondale Library
 2. Bethel Hall
 3. Cafeteria
 4. Chan Shun Auditorium
 5. College Church
 6. College Hall
 7. Education Hall
 8. Faculty of Nursing and Health
 9. Jim Hanson Fitness Centre
 10. Tennis courts
 11. Watson Hall
Class hosts and reunion venues
Honour year Host Guest  Reunion venue
1937 Keith Fraunfelder Dr John Cox, Family Room,  
 Dorothy Hokin president, College Church 
  Avondale College
1947 Keith Fraunfelder John Cox Family Room, 
 Dorothy Hokin  College Church
1957 Arthur Patrick John Cox Education Hall 
 Tom Ludowici
1967 Wilf Pinchin John Cox Upper College Hall 
 Rosalie Rickards 
 Christine Twist
1977 Debbie Head Lorin Bradford, Cooranbong Community 
  director of advancement, Services Centre 
  Avondale College
1982 Rob Ellison Kevin Judge, Faculty of Nursing and Health 
 Jenny Hilder director of student services, 
  Avondale College
1987 Lyndon Darko Kevin Judge Lower College Hall 
 Elizabeth Mitchell
1997 Merindah Rickards Brenton Stacey, Teen Room, College Church 
  public relations officer, 
  Avondale College
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Concert
Avondale College Seventh-day Adventist Church 
Saturday, August 25, 2007, 7-9.30 pm
Introduction  Dr Robb Dennis 
  Senior lecturer 
  Faculty of Arts 
  Avondale College
 Toccata—Young David Clark, organ
 Violin concerto no 4—Mozart  Avondale Orchestra 
 (first movement) Robb Dennis, conductor
 “The battle suite”—Scheidt Brass quintet 
 (first and third movements) Fred Cracknell (tuba), 
  Ben Gibbs (trombone), Alicia Lock (tenor horn), 
  Stewart Pryor (trumpet) and Steve Sleight (trumpet)
 “Aboriginal dances”—del Borgo Avondale Orchestra
Intermission (10 minutes)
Introduction  Robb Dennis
  The Idea of North
Intermission (20 minutes)
  The Idea of North
James Morrison describes The Idea of North as Australia’s 
“best contemporary a cappella quartet.”
Official recognition of The Idea of North’s standing came in 
2003 at The Harmony Sweepstakes, the world’s largest open 
a cappella competition. The Idea of North’s win was the first 
for a group from outside the United States in the 20-year 
history of the competition.
The Idea of North has produced five albums, two of which 
it has released on the ABC Classics and Jazz label. The first 
album on the label, Here and now, is the highest selling ABC 
Jazz album. The group’s most recent album is The gospel 
project. Their repertoire includes jazz, pop and contemporary 
standards and ballads, mixed with original compositions.
The Idea of North is Nick Begbie (tenor), Sally Cameron* 
(soprano), Naomi Crellin (alto) and Andrew Piper (bass). 
Nick is a former lead tenor with the Canberra School 
of Music’s vocal jazz ensemble and a former member of 
The Idea of North
barbershop quartet Four to the Bar, a gold medallist at the 
Australian National Barbershop Convention in 1997.
Sally won the Adelaide Junior Vocal Championship in 1995 
and 1996 and the following year an orchestral scholarship 
to the Elder Conservatorium of Music. Cameron is a former 
member of Young Adelaide Voices.
Naomi graduated with a Bachelor of Music in jazz voice 
from the conservatorium. She is also a former member 
of Young Adelaide Voices, a winner of the annual Young 
Australian Composer Award (1996) and a musician who 
plays piano, cello, oboe and recorder.
Andrew graduated with a Master of Music degree from 
the Canberra School of Music and is a former lecturer 
at the school. He has worked in the music industry as a 
writer, arranger and performer, both as a vocalist and as a 
trumpeter.
* Trish Delaney-Brown is on maternity leave




























































































































































































































































Esther Swee Yun Wong










































































































































































































































































































































Angela Mei Yen Wong













































































































































































































































Alan David Conrad Currie































































































































































































Jenny Chiun Nyuk Wong
Larissa Sheree Woolley
Lisa Rochelle Wright
Note: Roll call includes names 
appearing only in the official 
graduation booklet of each 
graduation class honour year.




Keith Frauenfelder felt drawn to Avondale not only 
because studying at the college would further his 
education, but because he could earn money to pay his 
fees. “I learned to be adaptable,” he says.
Keith worked on the Sanitarium Health Food Company 
silos, helped Geoff Richardson design the auditorium 
and bred cattle on the farm. The skills he gained on 
these jobs, along with those he gained while studying 
building construction and primary teaching, provided a 
strong foundation for his career.
In the early 1950s, Keith taught at a number of New 
Zealand primary schools, including Gisborne, Papanui 
and Timaru. Travelling across the Tasman in 1954, he 
took up a relief position at Foster District High School 
before finding permanent work at Murtoa High School, 
both in Victoria. Then came a call to teach at Seventh-
day Adventist high schools, first at Strathfield (1961-
69), then at Longburn (1970-79) and finally at Carmel 
(1982-95).
Keith retired in 1997 after 45 years 
in the classroom. He had been 
instrumental in the development 
and expansion of many of the 
schools in which he taught. “It was 
my career and my calling,” he says.
In his retirement, Keith, and his 
wife, Phyllis (Johanson), whom he married in 1957, 
volunteer as caretakers and custodians of “Sunnyside” 
and South Sea Islands Museum in Cooranbong. “It is a 
joy and privilege to live, work and share our Adventist 
Church history in this special place,” says Keith.
Keith serves his community and church as a member 
of the Cooranbong Chamber of Commerce, the Lake 
Macquarie Tourism Association and the church in the 
South Pacific’s Heritage Committee.
The class of 1947 honours Mervyn Keith Fraunfelder 




Wal Hammond may have trained as a scientist, but his 
calling lay in ministry and his passion in music. “Mum 
reckoned I hummed tunes in the pram,” he says.
Wal worked for the Sanitarium Health Food Company 
after graduating from Avondale College. He added 
further qualifications within three years, graduating with 
a Bachelor of Science from the University of Sydney in 
1940, but then came the call.
Pastor Stuart Uttley invited Wal to join his evangelistic 
team as music director. Wal helped run nine missions in 
southern Australia from 1949 to 1955. The first began 
in Perth on Mother’s Day. A woman Wal had been 
visiting attended the program and eventually became 
a Seventh-day Adventist. “She said to me, ‘I saw you 
leading the singing, and I saw Jesus standing behind 
you,’” says Wal. He never returned to science. “I felt the 
Lord leading me into this other work.”
Pastor Roy Anderson, an evangelist from the Adventist 
Church’s General Conference, sowed the first seed on 
a visit to Avondale. Wal, a family friend, sang as part 
of Roy’s week of prayer. “He said 
to me, ‘Your place is not in science, 
Wally, you ought to be singing for 
the Lord.’”
Wal became an ordained minister 
in 1954 and, while he may not 
have sung every day, he did serve, as youth director for 
the church in South Australia, in Western Australia and 
in Sydney between 1956 and 1964. He also served as 
dean of men at Avondale (1965), as principal of Carmel 
Adventist College (1966-1970) and as a minister in 
Victoria.
“I look back on my youth work with most fondness,” 
says Wal, who describes the young adults he ministered 
to as friendly and vibrant.
Wal married June Miller (now deceased); the couple 
have five children, Orelle, Noel (now deceased), Andrea, 
Loina and Corinne.
The class of 1937 honours H Wallace Hammond for his 
ministry through music and dedication to young adults.




Beverley Reye followed in the footsteps of her parents 
in attending Avondale College. “They always spoke 
highly of it,” she says. “There was never any question 
that I wouldn’t enjoy college life, too.”
After attending Kelvin Grove Teachers College in 
Brisbane, Beverley came to Avondale to complete her 
teaching qualifications. She was given charge of the 
small Kingaroy Seventh-day Adventist Primary School 
in 1958 before moving to the larger two-teacher 
Adventist primary school in Rockhampton until the 
end of 1960. In 1961, Beverley moved to Wagga 
Wagga to teach at the Adventist school there, staying 
for two years.
Beverley returned to Cooranbong in 1963 where she 
took up a position in the primary school at Avondale, 
before moving once again, this time to serve as a relief 
and demonstration teacher for the Adventist Church’s 
then Trans-Tasman Union Conference office in 1966.
Beverley was called to Avondale in 1970 and for 11 
years lectured in education. She combined lecturing 
with her own study, completing a Bachelor of Arts 
in education and psychology through the University 
of Newcastle. She would continue her studies 
by completing master’s degrees through Massey 
University in New Zealand and Macquarie University 
in Sydney.
While in New Zealand, Beverley served as principal 
and teacher trainer at Longburn Adventist College 
before moving to the Adventist school in Macqaurie 
Fields in 1986. In 1988, she became the remedial 
consultant for Adventist schools in the church’s 
Greater Sydney Conference and from 2001 served as a 
volunteer with the conference.
Beverley’s life has been one of constant and exciting 
shifts, but she has been blessed by the friendships she 
made while studying at Avondale. “In all my travels, 
from Cairns to Invercargill, there was always a college 
contact to make me feel at home,” she says.
The class of 1957 honours Beverley Margaret Reye 




James Bingham is a seasoned performer, but you 
rarely see his face on stage—he prefers to stand with 
his back to the audience. As an acclaimed choir 
director, James’ musical performances have blessed 
people across North America and the world.
James’ passion for music had taken root long before 
he attended Avondale College. However, after hearing 
a concert by the then Avondale Symphonic Choir 
and with the desire to attend a Seventh-day Adventist 
tertiary institution, things fell into place.
After graduating from Avondale with a Bachelor of 
Arts in education and music in 1967, James accepted 
the position of choir director at Geelong and at North 
Geelong High Schools. Two years later, and thanks to 
contacts he made at Avondale, James travelled across 
the Pacific to Andrews University (Berrien Springs, 
Michigan, USA). He graduated with a Master of 
Arts in music in 1970. However, life as a student at 
Andrews would continue as, in 1980, James combined 
his enthusiasm for music and passion for Jesus Christ 
by studying the role of music in religious education 
for his Doctor of Philosophy degree.
Since his graduation in 1984, James has served as 
the choir director at Berrien Springs High School 
and as the director of choirs and chair of the Music 
Department at Atlantic Union College, a role in 
which he currently serves at Columbia Union 
Colleges. He is also choir director at Spencerville 
Seventh Day Adventist church and minister of music 
at Takoma Park Presbyterian church.
The class in 1967 honours James Thomas Bingham 
for his contribution to and passion for the ministry of 
music.




Jenny Spyve has a deceptively simple goal in life: to love 
people from all walks of life as Jesus did. She has been 
meeting this goal in her role as minister and president at 
Rivers Community Church and Rock Community Care 
in Brisbane’s West End since 2005.
As a tertiary trained special education teacher, one 
of Jenny’s gifts is working with people with learning 
difficulties and mental disabilities. A boarding house for 
people with mental disabilities in West End has adopted 
Rivers as its church and Jenny as its minister. She has 
the residents of the house helping with the charity three 
days a week and then with the church on Saturdays. She 
also draws on the skills she developed as an Avondale 
College Diploma of Teaching (primary) student and 
as a teacher in Adventist schools for 16 years to teach 
the Chatzone (or Sabbath school) class and a Faith 
Works course at Rivers. The course is for members of 
the community who want to learn Bible basics. Jenny 
also brings healing and offers hope through her annual 
Women of Worth camps.
“Our calling is to work with 
the marginalised people in our 
society—those who abuse and 
those who have been abused 
and those who are disabled and 
homeless,” says Jenny. “Broken 
people need a Saviour but first need to know someone 
cares.” The staff members and volunteers at Rivers and 
the Rock “choose daily to be ‘Jesus with skin on,’” says 
Jenny.
Jenny and her husband, Wayne, celebrate 22 years 
of marriage this year. The couple have two adopted 
daughters, Deni-Ka and Jay-Min.
The class of 1977 honours Jennifer June (Long) Spyve 
for her passion for people and for Jesus Christ as 




Ken Houliston is a minister and an active, well-respected 
advocate for members of the community in Browns 
Plains, Queensland.
“I was an Avondale kid,” says Ken. “With my father 
chairing the Applied and Fine Arts Department, coming 
to Avondale was a natural progression.” Ken’s mother 
had dedicated Ken to ministry before his birth, so, 
thankfully, he graduated in 1982 with a Bachelor of Arts 
in theology.
Ken’s first appointment was to serve as the minister 
of the Seventh-day Adventist church in Invercargill, 
New Zealand, before taking up the position of director 
of communication and personal ministries for the 
denomination’s South New Zealand Conference. He and 
his family returned to Australia in 1989. For the next 
six years, Ken served in a number of churches across 
Queensland.
In 2001, Ken planted the Southside Community 
church, of which he continues to pastor. The church 
has grown and is making a positive 
difference in the local community. 
Ken also serves as president and 
executive director of The Spot 
Community Services, which works 
with disenfranchised young adults and 
people who are unemployed. “I have 
one passion,” Kens says, “to do whatever it takes to witness 
God’s love and transform my community.”
In recognition of this, Ken has received the Prime Minister’s 
Centennial Medal for distinguished service to the community.
Ken married his wife, Anne-Marie (Parett), in 1981. The 
couple have three children, Dwayne, Shannon and Brock. 
“We are a bunch of dreamers, mavericks, call us what you 
like,” says Ken. “We just like to make the world a better place 
in which to live.”
The class of 1982 honours Kenneth Alexander Houliston for his 
service to the community and for his passion for Jesus Christ.




God has been speaking to Karyn (North) Fua. Her 
“spontaneous” decision to study teaching at Avondale 
College has provided a base for other employment, 
most significantly that of creative director for 
Christian children’s ministry Rocfish.
Karyn graduated with a diploma in 1987 and for the 
next 11 years worked predominately as a primary 
teacher, including seven years at King’s Christian 
College. She then began her own event design 
business. However, in 2000, “God placed a specific 
calling on my heart,” says Karyn. She sold the 
business and with two friends formed Rocfish.
“My goal in life is to let as many children as possible 
know they have a God who loves them and has a plan 
for their lives,” says Karyn.
Visits with Rocfish to City Harvest, the largest church 
in Singapore, and to Soweto, the most populous 
black urban residential area in South Africa, inspired 
Karyn. Every one of the more than 2000 children 
worshipping at City Harvest receives a weekly 
pastoral visit. “The church is converting the city 
child by child,” says Karyn. Children attending a 
Rocfish concert in Soweto clutched crinkled and 
torn promotional fliers because the children thought 
the fliers—distributed by the group in the preceding 
hours—were tickets. “To see the joy on the children’s 
faces as they sang and danced to the music is forever 
etched in my memory,” says Karyn.
The visits have strengthened Karyn’s advocacy of 
evangelism for children, particularly in local churches 
where Karyn says awareness about its importance 
is low, and of sponsorship of children, particularly 
through organisations that strive to meet physical and 
spiritual needs.
The class of 1987 honours Karyn Leanne Fua for 
her passion for children and evangelism and for her 
creativity in ministry.
Memories of 1997 Homecoming
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The unveiling of a black marble plaque in the pathway 
outside Bethel Hall on August 28, 1999, marked the 
beginning of Avondale College’s Alumni Heritage Walk. 
The walk honours students who have graduated, current 
and former staff members, former students and current 
and former members of the college council.
The first paver in the walk bears the name of Avondale’s 
oldest living alumni, Laura Kent, who celebrated her 
108th birthday in 2007. At the launch of the walk, and 
in the presence of four family generations, Laura rose to 
her feet and in a strong, resonant voice gave testimony 
to the value of Avondale for her family and the Seventh-
day Adventist Church.
The walk is a fundraising project of the Avondale 
College Alumni Association. A tax-deductible donation 
of $175 for each paver provides at least $100 for the 
association’s Alumni Heritage Walk Trust Fund. The 
association uses the money in the fund to preserve 
and restore the heritage features of Avondale’s Lake 
Macquarie campus.
A paver in the walk measures 220 millimetres in length, 
110 millimetres in width and 30 millimetres in height. 
It is etched with the given, family and maiden name (if 
applicable) of an Avondale alumni and the alumni’s final 
year at the college.
A feature of the walk is its informality. The pavers 
are placed randomly rather than alphabetically or 
chronologically. However, the location of each paver is 
recorded in a bound register.
Contact the advancement office at Avondale College 
(see masthead for contact details) to add your name to 
the Alumni Heritage Walk and to preserve and restore 
the heritage of Avondale College. Avondale will engrave 
your name in stone and place a paver in this memorable 
pathway as a permanent reminder of your generous 
donation to your alma mater.
Money raised from the Alumni Heritage Walk 
helps to preserve and restore the historical 
features of Avondale’s Lake Macquarie campus. 
Gilmore Tanabose
Engrave your name in stone: 
preserve our heritage




Avondale Brass Band 
11 am, Toronto Seventh-day Adventist Church
Fine Arts Series—Evensong 
4.30 pm, Avondale College Seventh-day Adventist Church 
David Clark (organ), Sarah Fischer (violin). Evensong is a meditative and reflective music program presented and 
sponsored by the Faculty of Arts.
FRIDAY, AUGUST 31-SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 1
Women and the Word Conference: “Truth resurrected” 
Conference Room, Level 2, Sydney Adventist Hospital 
Third annual conference, presented by Avondale College and the Women’s Ministries Department of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church in the South Pacific. Features: Dr Ginger Hanks Harwood, associate professor of religious and 
theological studies, La Sierra University (Riverside, California, USA); and Pastor John Skrzypaszek, director of the Ellen 
G White/SDA Research Centre, Avondale College.
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 1
Fine Arts Series—Evensong 
4.30 pm, Avondale College Seventh-day Adventist Church 
Avondale College music staff members and students. Evensong is a meditative and reflective music program presented 
and sponsored by the Faculty of Arts.
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 7
“An evening with Philip Yancey” 
7.30 pm, Chan Shun Auditorium 
Yancey, a bestselling Christian author, returns to Avondale College to speak about prayer—the theme of his latest book. 
Features: Yancey in interview; book signings; and Saltmine, a Christian drama group from England. Bookings: Adventist 
Book Centre, Cooranbong (4977 2444); Avondale College Seventh-day Adventist Church (4980 2272); Koorong 
bookstores. $30 adults, $10 students.
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
Hymns and Songs of Praise 
4 pm, Avondale College Seventh-day Adventist Church 
Congregational singing of hymns of Christian faith with 50-piece orchestra. Directed by Dr Lyell Heise. Features: 
Avondale Singers; The Promise. Recorded for broadcast on the Seventh-day Adventist Church’s Hope Channel.
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6
Avondale Brass Band, The Promise 
7.30 pm, Stuarts Point Campground 
The brass band and The Promise will perform during the concert in the Big Tent at the annual camp meeting of the 
North New South Wales Conference of the Seventh-day Adventist Church.
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4
Fine Arts Series—Evensong 
4.30 pm, Avondale College Seventh-day Adventist Church 
Avondale College music staff members and students. Evensong is a meditative and reflective music program presented by 
the Faculty of Arts.
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 24
Fine Arts Series—People’s Messiah 
7.30 pm, Avondale College Seventh-day Adventist Church 
Avondale Orchestra; Avondale Singers.
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 30-SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2
Graduation 
Features: consecration services (Friday, 7.30 pm, Wahroonga Seventh-day Adventist Church for nursing students, 
Avondale College Seventh-day Adventist Church for other students); valedictory services (Saturday, 8.40 and 11.30 am, 
Avondale College Seventh-day Adventist Church); Sabbath school (10 am, Avondale College Seventh-day Adventist 
Church); Fine Arts Series—Sounds of Praise concert (4 pm, Avondale College Seventh-day Adventist Church); 
President’s Reception (5.30 pm, College Hall); and graduation ceremony (Sunday, 10 am, Chan Shun Auditorium).
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Avondale Today
Avondale Library and lawn between Bethel and College Halls 
Sunday, August 26, 2007, 10 am-1 pm
9.30-10.30 am Sanitarium Health Food Company brunch 
Lawn between Bethel and College Halls
9.30-10.30 am Book fair  
Sponsored by Avondale College Seventh-day Adventist Church 
Lawn between Bethel and College Halls
9.30 am-1 pm Classic film and video footage Rose-lee Power 
The Watts Teacher Materials Centre, Avondale Library  Curator 
  Adventist Heritage Centre
10-10.45 am Tour: Land of the Pharaohs Dr Wayne French 
Information desk, Avondale Library  Chaplain 
  Avondale College
11-11.45 am Tour: Land of the Pharaohs Wayne French 
Information desk, Avondale Library
12-12.45 pm Tour: Land of the Pharaohs Wayne French 
Information desk, Avondale Library
Also open  Location (map reference)
Chan Shun Auditorium  (4)
Jim Hanson Fitness Centre  (9)
“Sunnyside” and South Sea Islands Museum (10 am-4 pm) 27 Avondale Rd, Cooranbong
Tennis courts  (10)
Brunch
Sunday, August 26 at 9.30 am 
Lawn between Bethel and College Halls 
(if wet, College Hall)
FREE
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